
Contents 

Acknow ledgements xi 

1. Introduction 1 

2. Founders of Discourse 5 

Introduction 5 

Founders: Discursive and Institutional; 
Deliberative and Appropriated Founders 5 

Foucaulťs Founders 12 

Wolin and "Epic Theory" 25 

Constitutions, Discourses, Founders 31 

Conclusion 39 

3. Founders of Institutions 41 

Introduction 41 

The Social Context of Innovation 41 
Creativity, Reputation 
and Intellectual Networks 43 

The Shadow Group Revisited 55 

Institutional and DeHberative Founding: 
Durkheim and the Année sociologique 57 

The Founder Idea: 
A Conjectural Genealogy 66 

Conclusion 74 



4. The Utility, Rhetoric and lnterpretation of Classic Texts 
lntroduction 79 

A Definition of Classic Texts 81 

Classics in Common? The U ses of Classical 
Theory and The Discipline of Sociology 83 

Rhetoric in the Classical Tradition 89 

Understanding Classic Texts 96 

Presentism 96 

The Historicist Critique and Altemative 98 

Objections to Historicism 102 

Conc1usion 108 

5. Classicality: Criteria and Reception 111 

lntroduction 111 

The Stratification of Classic Texts 111 

"Criteria" of Classicality? 116 

Classics and Their "Reception" 120 

Classic Reception, Classic Formation 123 

The Classics, Gender and Sexuality 136 

Excursus on Classic Appraisal 
in Sociology and The Arts 142 

Conc1usion 146 

6. Canons 151 

lntroduction 151 

"Canon" in Current Social Theory: 
U sages and Appraisals 152 

Conflicting Terminologies 159 

The Christian Canon 
and the Classics of Sociology 163 



Significance of the Canon Debate: 
The Controversy Over Higher Education 
and the Purpose of the University 169 

The University and the Jargon of "Relevance" 173 

Conclusion 179 

7. A Concluding Look at the Three Concepts 

Appendix on Translation and Reception: 
The "Iron Cage" and the "Shell of Steel." 
Parsons, Weber and the stahlhartes Gehiiuse 
metaphor in The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit 

183 

oj Capitalism. 185 

Bibliography 205 

Index 235 




