CONTENTS

Preface x
Acknowledgments xi
Note on References and Abbreviations xii
Introduction 1

Hume’s theory of meaning and its implications 5

1 Hume’s theory of impressions and ideas and meaning-empiricism 5

2 Application of Hume’s test for meaning to “substance” and “self” 15
3 An alternative to the substance theory 21

4 Critique of Hume’s bundle theory of the self 31

Hume’s theory of knowledge (I): “Hume’s Fork” 35

1 Introduction 35

2 “Relations of ideas” and “matters of fact” 35
3 A modernized version of Hume’s Fork 41

4 A cnitique of the modernized “Fork” 49

5 Hume’s denials concerning matters of fact 55

Hume’s theory of knowledge (II): causal reasoning
and the problem of induction 61

1 Introduction 61

2 Hume’s cnitique of causal reasoning 62

3 The problem of induction 73

4 Hume’s psychological explanation of induction 89
5 Need induction be justified? 91



CUNITIEINID

4 Hume’s theory of causality 99

1 Introduction 99

2 Necessary connection 100

3 Hume’s analysis of causation 110

4 The regularity theory: some objections and replies 116

5 Hume’s critique of the causal principle 133

1 Introduction 133

2 Why the causal principle is neither seif-evident nor demonstrable 134
3 Stroud’s critique of Hume’s argument 140

4 Kant’s “answer” to Hume 143

6 The belief in the existence of body 154

1 Introduction 154

2 Three assumptions behind Hume’s account 154

3 The general nature of Hume’s account 161

4 The nature and origin of the belief in the existence of body 163
5 The “vulgar system” and the “philosophical system” 174

6 A criticism of Hume’s account 178

7 A contemporary perspective on Hume’s account 183

8 A Kantian response to scepticism regarding the senses 190

Notes 195
Bibliography 207
Index 211

Viit





