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Iconoclasm is a rarely examined ar0s0c strategy in the framework
of theatre. In the course of the 20th century, the city of Prague was confronted with
several waves of radical socio-poli0cal change linked to waves of iconoclasm in the
public sphere. The most famous example of this phenomenon was Otakar Švec’s
gigan0c Stalin statue, built in 1955 and destroyed in 1962. This statue and its destruc0on were the topical star0ng point for
the opera NO MAN, which premiered in March 2017 at the Prague Na0onal Theatre. My experience as the libreNst and
director of the opera serves as the base for the inves0ga0ve frame of the workshop. Is it possible to destroy an icon, to get rid
of a symbol? What is the cathar0c poten0al of iconoclas0c strategies in theatre? The workshop aims at inves0ga0ng these
ques0ons, whilst offering its par0cipants the possibility to take part in the destruc0on of an icon.
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