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In this paper I will be using the meta-comedic performances of comedian Stewart Lee to throw light on François Laruelle’s idea
of ‘radical immanence’, that is, an immanence that is performative. I will also interrogate both Laruelle and Lee by contrasting
them with Jean-Luc Nancy’s idea of ‘transimmanence’ and Bernard Stiegler’s notion of ‘intermittence’. What is noteworthy in
both of the latter is the use of fish-in-water imagery (Nancy’s jellyfish, Stiegler’s flying fish). This is significant given that
Laruelle too has coined the ‘philo-fiction’ of the poisson-eau (fish-water) as an image of the ‘immanental’ – a word used to
denote an experience of immanence that is permanently mutating. This experience, I argue, can also be seen as meta-comedic
through Lee’s watery performances of a comedy where what is inside and outside the performance is always fluid, and even
what the ‘this’ is of his performances is also highly porous. 
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