Kokkonen Tuija
Weak actors in interspecies performances
performance lecture

This performance lecture addresses the significance of non-human agency in performance for human agency. Developing the
notion of non-human agency in actor-network theory (Latour 2005) into co-agency of those beings and processes of 'nature'
not entirely designed and constructed by humans, | argue that the prerequisite for the perception and manifestation of non-
human agency is the co-existence of what | call 'weak agency', a method generated in my artistic research practice. Weak
agency refers to the ethics of deconstruction, weak thought (Vattimo 1999), (im)potentiality (Agamben 1999), and plant
thinking (Marder 2013). As a main reference, | will use my performance series Memos of Time — performances with and for
non-humans (2006-), which includes an endless Performance by Non-Humans (since 2010). Through these works, | present
performance and subjectivity as interspecies gatherings, where weak actors’ ethics of perception and hospitality can enable
an emergence of a new kind of polis.
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