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Teaching philosophy as cultural performance

standard lecture

In time of progressing crisis of the humanities and verbal communication, teaching philosophy has become an increasingly
difficult task. Trying to solve these difficulties as teachers and philosophers, we have to consider more general problems of
the future of reading and interpretation in our culture. | believe that focusing on the performative aspect of teaching
philosophy not only makes it possible to awake interpretative skills and creative thinking amongst students but also
becomes the only way to provoke reflection that is the true sense of the philosophical inquiry in general. In my
presentation | mention the names of two greatest teachers -performers in the history of philosophy: Socrates and
Kierkegaard. Their shared idea of the HOW being always more important than WHAT in the philosophical discussion shapes
my idea of philosophical performance which | am trying to put in practice in my interpretation workshops.
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On The Need of Humanistic Preparatory Courses In Business and Technical Schools,
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