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My paper addresses the question: What is enhancement of the body and how do human enhancement and utopia relate? It is
part of a larger research project on utopianism and human bodies.

The paper investigates what role ‘the better’ plays when bodies themselves become sites for utopia. Drawing on Ernst Bloch’s
utopianism | investigate how notions of ‘excess’ versus a real or perceived lack figure in the idea of ‘improving’ bodies.

As an example, the structure of sports has been described as utopian, on the basis of its organisation of a ceaseless revision of
records. | investigate competitive sports events as the first field in which medication for the treatment of ill bodies has been
used to enhance perfectly healthy bodies with the goal of creating excessive achievements. The care of the (physical) self
continues way beyond the point where illness ends.
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