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Through placing par.cular emphasis on the narra.ves that frame Greece’s current condi.on as a “na.onal debt crisis,” I will
argue that the rela.on between Greece and its interna.onal creditors is not a dialec.cal rela.on of a resolvable exchange, but
a series of asymmetrical and non-resolvable creditor/ debtor power rela.ons that sustain, and thus never cancel, debt. In the
case of Greece, the inscrip.on (graphein) of sustainable debt is performed through a contradictory “ethography” that, on the
one hand, frames as ethical the debt that is sustainable, and thus infinite and non-payable, and on the other, calls upon
narra.ves of ethos in order to demand its repayment. According to Deleuze and GuaIari, Nietzsche traced that contradictory
inscrip.on of infinite debt, and its poten.al destruc.on, back to aLc tragedy. In my presenta.on I will argue that Deleuze and
GuaIari’s An.-Oedipus calls for a machinic understanding of tragedy that could conceptualize performances that resist this
contradictory “ethography” of Greek debt sustainability. 
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