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During the last years artists produced performances that consider the refuge crisis and the notions of the stranger, displacement,
belonging and xenophobia. The performances’ styles and attitudes have ranged from the banality of mimesis to more creative
artistic articulations. The critical response to these actions reveals in my opinion our expectations from artists and of the role
we expect art to play in our society. In this paper, I will be addressing some of the issues that emanate from this critique,
namely, the ethical issue of «speaking in the name of», the «authority of experience» and the expressed demand for
authenticity. In doing so I will be making reference to the tactics of the artists, namely their employment of personal or
collective history/ies, their appropriation of the objects of the refugees’ flight and rescue, and the symbolization and
aestheticization of those objects and the body.
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